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of 300 GRT or over must hold an en-
dorsement as radar observer. 

(c) Each person having to hold a li-
cense or MMC officer endorsement 
under 46 U.S.C. 8904(a) for employment 
or service as master or mate onboard 
an uninspected towing vessel of 8 me-
ters (26 feet) or more in length must, if 
the vessel is equipped with radar, hold 
an endorsement as radar observer. 

(d) Each person who is required to 
hold a radar endorsement must have 
his or her certificate of training read-
ily available to demonstrate that the 
endorsement is still valid. 

(e) For this section, ‘‘readily avail-
able’’ means that the documentation 
must be provided to the Coast Guard, 
or other appropriate Federal agency, 
within 48 hours of a request by the 
Coast Guard or other agency. The doc-
umentation may be provided by the in-
dividual, or his or her company rep-
resentative, electronically, by fac-
simile, or physical copy. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended by CGD 94–041, 60 FR 8309, Feb. 14, 
1995; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51196, Sept. 30, 1997; 
USCG-2004–18884, 69 FR 58343, Sept. 30, 2004; 
USCG–2006–26202, 73 FR 52795, Sept. 11, 2008; 
USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11262, Mar. 16, 2009; 
USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 78007, Dec. 24, 2013; 
USCG–2014–0688, 79 FR 58279, Sept. 29, 2014] 

§ 15.816 Automatic radar plotting aids 
(ARPAs). 

Every person in the required com-
plement of deck officers, including the 
master, on seagoing vessels equipped 
with automatic radar plotting aids 
(ARPAs), except those vessels listed in 
§ 15.105(f) and (g) of this part, must hold 
an appropriate STCW endorsement 
valid for vessels equipped with ARPA. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 78007, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 15.817 Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System (GMDSS) radio oper-
ator. 

Every person in the required com-
plement of deck officers, including the 
master, on seagoing vessels equipped 
with a GMDSS, except those vessels 
listed in § 15.105(f) and (g) of this part, 
must provide evidence of a valid STCW 
endorsement as GMDSS radio operator. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 78007, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 15.818 Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System (GMDSS) at-sea 
maintainer. 

Every person employed or engaged to 
maintain GMDSS equipment at sea, 
when the service of a person so des-
ignated is used to meet the mainte-
nance requirements of SOLAS Regula-
tion IV/15 (incorporated by reference, 
see § 15.103 of this part), must provide 
documentary evidence that he or she is 
competent to maintain GMDSS equip-
ment at sea. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 78008, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 15.820 Chief engineer. 
(a) There must be an individual hold-

ing an MMC or license endorsed as 
chief engineer or other credential au-
thorizing service as chief engineer em-
ployed onboard the following mechani-
cally propelled inspected vessels: 

(1) Seagoing or Great Lakes vessels 
of 200 GRT and over; 

(2) Offshore supply vessels of more 
than 200 GRT; 

(3) Inland (other than Great Lakes) 
vessels of 300 GRT or more, if the OCMI 
determines that an individual with a li-
cense or the appropriate MMC officer 
endorsement responsible for the ves-
sel’s mechanical propulsion is nec-
essary. 

(b) On vessels subject to STCW, the 
individual meeting the requirement of 
this section must also hold an STCW 
endorsement as chief engineer with the 
appropriate propulsion power for the 
vessel upon which he or she is oper-
ating, except as noted in § 15.105(g) of 
this part for vessels on domestic near- 
coastal voyages. 

(c) An individual engaged or em-
ployed to perform the duties of chief 
engineer on a mechanically propelled, 
uninspected, seagoing, documented 
vessel of 200 GRT or more must hold an 
appropriately endorsed license or MMC 
authorizing service as a chief engineer. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11262, 
Mar. 16, 2009; USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 78007, 
Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 15.825 Engineers. 
(a) An individual in charge of an en-

gineering watch on a mechanically pro-
pelled, seagoing, documented vessel of 
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